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do not use their own new name. It would be sad to think that the crop 
of subspecies were so nearly harvested that we must needs propose names 
that might be required in various contingencies! 

It is interesting to note that the two races of Dendroica dominica occur 
on the island in winter in about equal numbers and that the authors "feel 
certain" that the Prairie Warbler does not breed on the island as has often 
been claimed. We trust that the present authors' services may be again 
.available when another edition of the 'Handbook' is to be prepared as 
-their work has been carefully and conscientiously performed.-W. S. 

McClymont's 'Essays on Early Ornithology.'-In a handsomely 
printed little brochure' of limited edition, Mr. McClymont presents six 
short essays on early ornithological writings under the headings: 'The 
Rukh of Marco Polo'; 'The Penguins and the Seals of the Angra de Sam 
Bras'; 'The Banda Islands and the Bandan Birds'; 'The Etymology 
of the Name Emu'; 'Australian Birds in 1697'; and 'New Zealand Birds 
in 1772.' There are three plates representing a young Casuarius uni- 
appendiculatus in the British Museum, a reproduction of Schiffart's plate 
of a Cassowary, probably C. galeatus, published in 1725, and a Blue-faced 
'Gannet from a specimen in the Royal Scottish Museum. 

The "rukh" (or "roc") our author concludes is a combination of a 
myth arising from the simourgh of the Persians and the observation of 
some real bird possibly a sea eagle. The name "emu" or the earlier 
Ceme" referred to the Ceram Cassowary and it is suggested that it is a 

Portuguese modification of the Arabic name "neama" indicating the 
Cassowary. The chapter on Australian birds refers to the Dutch East 
Indian Company expedition in 1696 which discovered not a few of the 
striking birds of this continent and Mr. McClymont presents strong 
arguments for identifying among the species referred to in journal of the 
voyage; the Black-necked Swan, Cape Barren Goose, Musk Duck, and 
Emu. The correct identification of these very early references to birds 
is an attractive field of research but a difficult one, as early voyagers 
were not well versed in ornithology, and in attempting to describe the 
'strange birds that they encountered they were forced to make use of the 
names of common European species having no affinity whatever with 
them. With our present knowledge of the avifauna of the countries 
which they visited there is, however, often some casual mention of struc- 
ture or habit which gives us the clue, although there is always the possi- 
bility of the species seen in early times having become extinct. 

Mr. McClymont has given us an interesting bit of ornithological history 
"and his publisbers a beautiful piece of book making.-W. S. 

1 Essays on Ornithology and Kindred Subjects. By James R. McClymont. 
M. A. Author of 'Pedraluarez Cabral, ' Vicente Anes Pincon' (with three plates). 
London, Bernard Quaritch, Ltd., 11 Grafton Street, New Bond Street, 1920, 
;small quarto, 1-35. 


	Article Contents
	p. 137

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Auk, Vol. 38, No. 1 (Jan., 1921), pp. i-xlii+1-162
	Volume Information [pp. i-xlii]
	Front Matter
	The Dickcissel (Spiza Americana) of the Illinois Prairies [pp. 1-26]
	A Nesting of the Philadelphia Vireo [pp. 26-44]
	Notes on Ortalis Vetula and Its Allies [pp. 44-50]
	Further Notes and Observations on the Birds of Hatley, Stanstead County, Quebec, 1919 [pp. 51-59]
	Bohemian Waxwing (Bombycilla garrula) in New England [pp. 59-78]
	Notes on North American Birds. X [pp. 79-82]
	The Geographic Races of Cyanocitta Cristata [pp. 83-89]
	Thirty-Eighth Stated Meeting of the American Ornithologists' Union [pp. 89-105]
	Report of the Secretary [pp. 105-108]
	General Notes
	The Horned Grebe (Colymbus auritus) at Hatley, Stanstead County, Quebec [p. 108]
	The Glaucous Gull (Larus hyperboreus) at Buffalo, N. Y. [pp. 108-109]
	American Egret (Casmerodius egretta) in Maine [p. 109]
	Some Old Shore Bird Records for the Chicago Area [p. 110]
	Estimated Numbers of Shore Birds [pp. 110-112]
	Description of a New Species of Sittasomus from Northeastern Brazil. Sittasomus cearensis [p. 113]
	An Arkansas Kingbird (Tyrannus verticalis) at Ipswich, Massachusetts [pp. 113-114]
	Arkansas Kingbird in New Jersey [p. 114]
	Evening Grosbeak at Sault Ste Marie, Mich [pp. 114-115]
	The Grasshopper Sparrow in the Montreal District [pp. 115-116]
	New Nesting Areas of Kirtland's Warbler [pp. 116-117]
	Female Bay-Breasted Warbler in Male Plumage [p. 117]
	Bewick's Wren and the Cape May Warbler in Kansas [pp. 117-118]
	Sociable Water Ouzels [pp. 118-119]
	Hudsonian Chickadee (Penthestes hudsonicus) at East Lansing, Mich [pp. 119-120]
	Blue-Gray Gnatcatcher in Massachusetts [p. 120]
	Unusual Visitors at Elizabeth, N. J. [pp. 120-121]
	Notes on Five Birds Taken near Charleston, South Carolina [pp. 121-123]
	Two Rare Birds in the Chicago Area [pp. 123-124]
	Rare Birds in the Indiana Sand Dunes [p. 124]
	Additions to the Birds of Lake County, Minnesota [pp. 124-126]
	Three Important Records from Hatley, Stanstead County, Quebec [pp. 126-127]
	Ornithological Notes from Southeastern Alaska [pp. 127-129]
	A Striking Case of Adventitious Coloration [pp. 129-131]

	Recent Literature
	Review: McGregor on 'Some Features of the Philippine Ornis' [pp. 131-132]
	Review: Swarth on the Fox Sparrows [pp. 133-134]
	Review: Griscom and Nichols on the Seaside Sparrows [pp. 134-135]
	Review: Silloway on the Birds of the Palisades Interstate Park [pp. 135-136]
	Review: Witherby's 'Handbook of British Birds' [p. 136]
	Review: Bangs and Kennard on the Birds of Jamaica [pp. 136-137]
	Review: McClymont's 'Essays on Early Ornithology' [p. 137]
	Review: Scoville's 'Everyday Adventures' [pp. 138-139]
	Review: Hudson's 'Birds of La Plata' [pp. 139-140]
	Review: New Genera by Ridgway [pp. 140-141]
	Review: Murphy on the Peruvian Guana Birds [p. 141]
	Review: Dr. Shufeldt's Bibliography [p. 141]
	Review: Aves in the Zoological Record-1918 [pp. 141-142]
	Review: Whitman's 'Familiar Studies of Wild Birds' [p. 142]
	Review: Sclater and Mackworth-Praed on the Birds of the Sudan [pp. 142-143]
	Review: Mathews' 'The Birds of Australia' [p. 143]
	Review: Recent Papers by Domaniewski [p. 144]
	Review: Recent Papers on Bird Protection [pp. 144-145]
	The Ornithological Journals [pp. 145-152]
	Ornithological Articles in Other Journals [pp. 152-154]
	Additional Publications Received [p. 154]

	Correspondence
	Baker's Life of Pleistocene [pp. 155-156]

	Notes and News [pp. 157-162]
	Back Matter



